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CONNECTED
Letter From the Dean

I am pleased to present you with our final print
version of the semiannual newsletter. We will be
moving to an electronic version for the Fall, so
make sure we have your accurate email address.
We will also provide a link on our webpage to the
newsletter. In the meantime, please “like” us on
Facebook at the Gladys L. Benerd School of Education page. We are also available on Instagram
at Pacific_Benerd and Twitter@Pacific_Benerd. I
think you are really going to enjoy this issue which
has a strong focus on how our alumni are touching and changing the lives of
others, as well as an interview with emerita Dr. Mari Irvin.
The School of Education continues to develop its programs in Sacramento
with the addition of a new M.A. concentration in organizational learning
and effectiveness that will begin its first cohort in the Fall. The Ed.D. in
Sacramento will begin its second cohort in the Fall.
Spring is the time we host our annual Math Steeplechase, and the campus
will fill with approximately 1,000 youngsters from local elementary schools
attending the half-day event with a team math competition, physics experiments, a campus scavenger hunt, and athletic activities. The event is open to
the public. Spring is also when we start to look toward the summer when we
host over 600 young people in our Tomorrow Project Academies. We have an
update in this issue from Tomorrow Project Director Nancy Shaw, who recently received a Pacific Administrator Woman of Distinction Award. We are
also proud of Jinrui “Crystal” Zhang, current doctoral student and graduate
assistant in Educational Administration, who was awarded the graduate
student Woman of Distinction Award.
Spring is a wonderful time in the School as many students are completing
their degree requirements, student teaching, internships, and for some – the
dissertation! Graduation is my favorite event and my favorite time of the
year. I am really looking forward to seeing so many of the students that I have
personally taught meet their education goals and move on to be the change
in the world that they would like to see by improving the lives of others.

Getting In Touch

We always enjoy hearing news of milestones, accomplishments and special
moments in your life, so please keep in touch. You can contact us at:
Sue Erickson serickson@pacific.edu 209.946.2683
Benerd School of Education, 3601 Pacific Avenue, Stockton, CA 95211
SPRING 2016
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Ever the Optimist: Dr. Mari Irvin

Mari Irvin was born in Jamestown,
North Dakota, and lived her first eight
years on a farm near the town of Bremen, population then 60. The farm was
the homestead of Mari’s grandfather in
1882 and is still in the family, but the
town of Bremen now boasts a population of only 11.

UOP. In 1987 she became department
chair and later Director of Graduate
Programs. Mari taught and worked
primarily with graduate students and
thoroughly enjoyed her work with
students committed to attaining their
professional goals as counselors and
school psychologists.

Mari earned her B.A. at St. Olaf College, Minnesota, in 1955, her M.S. at
the University of Oregon in 1957, and
Ed.D. in 1974 at Northern Illinois
University. She began her professional
career applying as a substitute Latin
teacher in Las Vegas but instead
accepted a full-time Individual Learning position in a junior high school
where she taught educationally disadvantaged children. She later became
a junior high school counselor in Las
Vegas and San Jose. She was a school
psychologist in Fremont, California,
and DeKalb, Illinois, where she eventually became the administrator of Pupil
Personnel Services and Special Education in the DeKalb school district.

Mari’s early impressions of the School
were of a supportive faculty, highly
motivated students, and small class
size allowing for individual focus on
student interests. Over the years Mari
served in several roles within the School
of Education as well as being active in
the university at large. She fondly
recalls strong relationships over the
years with Marilyn Draheim, Rachelle
Hackett, current acting dean Linda
Webster, and now emeriti professors
Judith Van Hoorn and Peg Langer.

In 1981 Mari accepted a position as
Associate Professor in the Department
of Educational and Counseling Psychology in the School of Education at

After retirement from UOP and moving to San Francisco, Mari spent much
of the next six years involved in grass
roots organizing on the national level
which eventually resulted in the change
of Lutheran church policy to allow the
ordination of LGBT persons in committed relationships.

Mari bought a home in Yachats,
Oregon, in 1996 in anticipation of
retirement to this small village (population about 700). In 2006 Mari and
her spouse, Jeannine Janson, moved to
Yachats full-time, found a suitable rental property and opened “Mari’s Books
and …” Her sister, Mary Wiltse, is
the third partner in the store where the
three of them sell “previously owned
and gently used books.” The store also
sells photography by Mari’s son, Paul,
and hand-felted items by Mary’s daughter, Kari. “We said we would keep the
store open as long as it was fun to do
so, and it’s still fun.” The bookstore
provides each of the three partners a
$20 a day remuneration, but much of
the net income goes to community notfor-profit groups. Mari is active in the
Yachats community including over nine
years of service on the city’s Parks and
Commons Commission.
Mari and Jeannine have traveled several
times to London and the Scandinavian countries as well as a river cruise
in France. In celebration of her 80th
birthday two years ago, she and Jeannine took a 2 week round-trip cruise
from Bergen, Norway, to the Russian
border. Mari’s grandson, Justin Irvin, is
completing his third year in pre-pharmacy at Pacific and is pleased he chose
to attend this University.
Visits to the Pacific campus in Stockton are infrequent, but the ConnectEd
newsletter has been helpful in keeping Mari in touch with the programs
and changes in the Benerd School of
Education. “I am always delighted to
read about what is going on in the
School of Education and happy to see
that student demographics are much
more reflective of the world we live in
than was the case when I first came to
Pacific.”

Spotlight on New Student Clubs

Pacific School Psychology Association

In addition to promoting the program,
they hope to connect current students more
closely with NASP (National Association of
School Psychologists) by providing materials from NASP and planning movie nights
to view webinars from NASP to expand
their learning experience. PSPA also wants
to add a social component to the club so
students can come together to share their
learning experiences and find out from
others how they have applied their learning from courses to
practical application in the field.

Fall 2015 marked the beginning of a new School of Education student club, the Pacific School Psychology Association
(PSPA). President Brittany Hori and VP Amy Burns took
the initiative to begin this student club with a mission to
spread the word and connect with school psychology students, and to educate and attract undergraduates on campus
to the field of school psychology. At the beginning of fall
semester, they introduced students to this new organization
over root beer floats in our lobby.

The group’s first fundraiser was at Lollicup here in Stockton
to raise money for a children’s fund. During School Psychology Awareness Week last November, PSPA supported Delta
Area Association of School Psychologists (DAASP) at their
walk at Lodi Lake and another fundraiser is in the works
for spring semester. Dr. Amy Scott-Brown and graduate
assistant Diana Gilbert are advisors for the club. All school
psychology students are encouraged to take the initiative to
get involved and assume an active role in their discipline.

Kappa Delta Epsilon

Betsy Keithcart is their advisor.

Kappa Delta Epsilon, an honorary educational fraternity
first established in March of 1933 in Washington, D.C., was
re-organized on the Pacific campus last fall. Students in the
School of Education felt the need to reactivate this group
and have been actively recruiting students interested in
education. Their mission is to support the cause of education, encourage high standards of scholastic achievement
and professional ideals, and prepare
their members for the teaching profession. Their creed states in part that “to
love, respect, understand, and guide the
student for a life of unfolding possibilities is the task of the teacher.” Their goal
is to play a part in the preparation of
all the excellent teachers who graduate
from Benerd.

In October, they marched to represent excellence in education in the Homecoming Parade and their spring project is
“Cleveland Reads” which they hope will help make general
improvements to the school library at Cleveland Elementary
so their students will be better served. KDE members are
making their wish list of future projects and events once the
group is up and running strong. Exciting things are ahead.

KDE held their first initiation in
December and another is scheduled
for spring. Students must have a GPA
of 3.0 for undergraduates or 3.5 for
graduates to qualify for membership.
From left to right, Treasurer Alex Lopez,
Secretary Matthew Brewer, President
Kayla Borges-Vaz, andVP Siena Gerbert
make up the first leadership team. Dr.

Alumni in the News: Marlon Gayle
a powerful way to educate and inspire
local youth to learn discipline, respect
for themselves and others, and to become contributing members of society.
The vehicle for his passion is the My
Brother’s Keeper Academy which began
in August 2015.

Dr. Marlon Gayle ’11, reached a
turning point when he was a junior in
high school, only a few weeks short of
graduating and heading to college. He
was pulled over by an off-duty police
officer and expelled from Bear Creek
High School for pointing a toy gun at
the officer. He could take one of two
paths: trouble with the law or a college
career and a promising future. He made
the better choice. Now Dr. Gayle,
who is vice principal at Salida Middle
School, is using his story to inspire
young men of color to make positive
decisions and plan for college. Dr. Gayle is giving back to the community in

The Academy is based on a national
initiative and is funded locally by a
grant from the San Joaquin Probation
Department and co-sponsored by
Mary Magdalene Community Services.
Young men of African American and
Latino ethnicity between 12 and 18
years of age are invited to join the program or are referred by school administrators, teachers and/or parents. Their
mission is to promote college readiness
by increasing high school graduation
rates and college enrollments, develop
positive relationships with law
enforcement, and build future leaders
of Stockton. They attend classes and
seminars twice a month on the San
Joaquin Delta campus and parents and
mentors, primarily individuals retired
from law enforcement careers, are
trained in classes here in the School of
Education. Students find they want to
be involved and are encouraged by positive relationships with their mentors

and what they are learning. They also
participate in community service such
as handing out toys at Christmas and
cleaning up public parks.
Students are taught that there are people who care about them, are willing
to invest themselves in their lives, and
offer them opportunities they might
not have apart from this academy. In
January, Benerd School of Education
hosted 30 youth and their mentors, all
in School of Ed t-shirts, for a Pacific
basketball game against St. Mary’s College. They thoroughly enjoyed the game
and the hospitality of our campus.
The boys are impressed that there are
people showing concern for them and
Dr. Gayle reminds them that “there are
people who are waiting for their success
and their stories to be told.”
The Academy has received quite a bit
of press. A clip from ABC can be seen
at http://on.abc10.com/1N3VhqM.
Dr. Gayle is thankful that Pacific is part
of investing in the social needs of the
community, especially the School of
Education. He will be teaching a course
in educational leadership this summer
as an adjunct in our summer academy.

and Allison Silva
their last game of the season.
The documentary shows
their enthusiastic response.
This was a perfect ending to
this wonderful story. Many
students said it was the best
day of their life. “My visit to
Notre Dame and tonight’s
game against Stanford were
truly the cherry on top of
this unbelievable community
that has welcomed us with
open arms.” Much of her trip
is recorded on the documentary film seen at http://bit.
ly/1SQPM0B.
Allison Silva, current doctoral student
and 3rd grade teacher at Taylor Leadership Academy in Stockton, has been
in the news quite a bit since last fall.
She and her class of 32 children at this
AVID school have adopted University
of Notre Dame as their mentor university with college awareness as their goal.
Allison began interacting with the team
on Twitter on behalf of her class. The
next thing she knew, a representative
from the university was in Stockton
filming her class as part of a documentary on first time fans. They invited her
and a guest to visit their campus and
attend a football game. Ms. Silva’s good
fortune was announced to the school
by principal Dr. Connor Sloan ’14,
another of our fine alums.
The students in her class suggested all
the places on the Notre Dame campus
they wanted Ms. Silva to visit. They
have been learning about Notre Dame
and following the exploits of their
Fighting Irish football team. “Thinking
about Notre Dame is thinking about
their future.” The documentary records
her visit to each and every place the
students wanted to see on campus. It
was a very overwhelming experience for
Allison because her class is so in love
with Notre Dame. It was as if she was
there with her class, looking through
their eyes. She kept in touch with her

kids via Twitter and Skype. During
one Skype visit she was actually sitting
with Malik Zaire, quarterback for the
Fighting Irish and introduced him to
her students.
During Allison’s visit to campus, she
met an alum named Tim Connors at a
tailgate party who took an interest in
her story and provided tickets to the
Stanford game for her students. Last
November, Allison had the pleasure of
announcing to her class that they were
going to take a bus to Stanford University to watch the Fighting Irish play

Allison has given so much
more to her students than just a
classroom education. She has inspired
them with a vision of an undreamed
but attainable future and given them a
fantastic life experience that they will
always carry with them. Ms. Silva’s
hope is that each of her students of
the class of 2029 will go on to college,
maybe even some to Notre Dame, and
bring the experience full circle. She
and her class can be followed on social
media at Twitter@alsil23. Allison hopes
to finish up her doctorate this spring in
educational administration.

What’s Been Happening
The newly reorganized fraternity of Kappa
Delta Epsilon, composed of students committed to education, marched in the Homecoming Parade last October. Here they proudly
display their banner and their excitement to
be active again in the promotion of education.

Benerd School of Education hosted three screenings of the documentary “Most Likely to Succeed”
on both the Stockton and Sacramento campuses.
The most recent screening was followed by a panel
discussion in the Janet Leigh Theatre where panelists talked about the need to reshape education for
today’s innovative world and encourage and
promote positive change.

Associate Professor Amy Scott-Brown (School
Psychology), here with student Diana Gilbert, along with Assistant Professor Justin
Low (School Psychology) presented posters
on their research with several students at
the annual National Association of School
Psychologists convention in New Orleans in
February. Student travel to the conference was
supported by Pacific Funds.

What’s Been Happening
Dean Linda Webster and Dr. Rod Githens
participated in Sacramento’s “Region Rising”
event held at the Sacramento Convention Center in November. More than 1,000 business and
community leaders from the region gathered
to collaborate and brainstorm on the future of
California’s capital region. More than 30 Pacific
faculty and staff were there to share the Pacific
experience.

School of Education faculty, staff, alumni, and
prospective students gathered in the school lobby on
Saturday, January 23rd, for pizza and the basketball game against Gonzaga. Everyone was given an
orange t-shirt and a pom-pom for “orange out” and
Dean Webster enjoyed her moment in center court
during half time. Though Pacific lost the game, the
School of Education was well represented.

Our Book Buddies corner in the lobby of the
School of Education has had a facelift this summer. We have a brand new bookcase dedicated to
emeriti professor Dr. Robert Morrow who was a
strong advocate for literacy. A new carpet, some
new pillows, and a selection of new titles for the
children makes for an exciting spring semester of
reading and mentoring.

Celebrating Alumni
She has just begun taking her first steps
and speaking her first words. “Llaely
is so much fun and has brought joy to
our family. We love rediscovering the
world with her.”

Dr. Debra Molina-Walters ’04, is
clinical associate professor at Arizona
State University in Mesa at the Mary
Lou Fulton Teachers College. Dr.
“Mo,” lower right, provides professional development training in Teaching
Inquiry-Based Science and coordinates
the Environmental Education Program
of Distinction certificate program for
aspiring teachers. Dr. “Mo” facilitates
the Amazon Teachers Academy, a summer program of study in Peru, and the
Study Abroad Tropical Ecology course
conducted in Costa Rica each year. She
coordinates a three-campus event that
brings roughly 1,000 visitors to campus
for hands-on science activities. And
this is only a sampling of the activities
she is involved with in addition to
teaching elementary and secondary
science methods and STEM science
methods courses each semester.

Dr. Tamara Ravalin ’14, and assistant
professor Dr. Tenisha Tevis had an
article accepted for publication in the
Community College Journal of Research
and Practice. The article, “Social Disorganization Theory and Crime Rates
on California Community College
Campuses,” is based on Dr. Ravalin’s
dissertation study.

Dr. Steve Cernohous ’05, works in
talent development for W.L. Gore &
Associates, Inc., a privately owned
company known for creating innovative
technology-driven products for diverse
industries. Steve is responsible for
developing curricula in virtual training,
building leadership and team engagement, and performance management
and development. He works in the
Flagstaff, Arizona, office.
Dr. Theresa Stovall ’11, is serving
students at Modesto Junior College as
an English professor and loves teaching
English composition to diverse learners. She is also working on a creative
non-fiction novel inspired by her life.
She is an avid knitter and knits almost
as much as she writes.

Gaby Satvaldiyev ’14 MA, former
Enrollment Services Counselor at
Benerd and current doctoral student,
is pictured here with her first child,
Llaely, who is now nine months old.

Dr. William Ellerbee ’02, was a featured speaker at last summer’s “Celebrate Pacific’s Expansion” event on the
Sacramento campus and is the subject
of an article in the fall Pacific Review
about the power of the Pacific experience. Dr. Ellerbee is currently Deputy
Superintendent of the Student Support
and Special Services Branch of the
California Department of Education.
He is also currently enrolled in one of
Sacramento’s new programs and will
graduate with an additional degree in
Master of Science in Law. Learning is a
lifelong pursuit for him.

Dr. Deborah Avalos ’13, is the Vice
Principal at Community Outreach
Academy, a charter school in Sacramento geared toward the Slavic community.
Deborah taught for nine years and was
an instructional coach for two years.
She is enjoying being a new mom to
one-year-old son, Theodore.

Celebrating Faculty & Students
terviewed on ABC News recently. His
interview can be seen at http://abc
7news.com/1164808. Belo is a spokesman for Guide Dogs for the Blind and
also writer-in-residence at Oakland’s
Holy Name University where he uses
his writing to advocate for the disabled
and is also a strong voice in the Bay
Area’s LGBT community.

Jinrui “Crystal” Zhang, current doctoral student in Educational Administration, has been appointed as a visiting
lecturer in the department of Modern
Languages and Literature in College
of the Pacific for Spring 2016 to teach
second semester of first year Chinese.
Crystal was married last November to
Trevor Mone ’14, MA.
Dr. Robert Oprandy, Professor of
Curriculum and Instruction, had the
article “Refashioning the Practicum by
Emphasizing Attending and Reflective
Skills” published in a special 2015 issue
of The CATESOL Journal.

Belo Cipriani, current student in the
Sacramento doctoral program, was in-

Anne Wong, current doctoral student
in our Sacramento program, was selected as an ambassador in the E3! Ambassadors Program for 2015-2016, part of
the White House Initiative on Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders. The
group selected from across the nation
is committed to improving the quality
of life and opportunities for peoples of
Asian American and Pacific Islander
heritage (AAPIs).
Dr. Joel Lohr, Associate Professor of
Practice in Educational Administration
and University Chaplain, co-authored
a book published by Abingdon Press in
September 2015 entitled The Hebrew
Bible for Beginners: A Jewish and
Christian Introduction.
Cathie McClellan, current doctoral
student, had her article accepted for
publication in Assessment Update
by Wiley. Her article, “Teamwork,
Collaboration, and Cooperation as a
Student Learning Outcome for Undergraduates,” is based on a paper written
in her Assessment in Higher Education
course.
Dr. Michael Elium is keynote speaker
for the four-day institute of School
Wide Positive Behavior Interventions
and Supports Training sponsored by
the San Joaquin County Office of
Education. This training targets teams
of principals, faculty, staff, and parents
from schools committed to changing
their school’s culture.

Hervey Taylor III, current student in
Sacramento’s doctoral program, was
featured as an “unsung hero” in Senate
District 6 by Senator Richard Pan.
Hervey is a retired elementary school
teacher and principal of H. Allen Elementary School in the Natomas USD.
Twice in his career he was voted teacher
of the year. He will continue to be an
advocate for students and an advisor
to parents as they navigate through the
educational system.

Student Affairs Update

Each January, the division of student life and the Benerd
School of Education sponsor a mock interview day for
students working on their Master of Arts in Education with
a concentration in student affairs. Program alumni and
undergraduate students participate in the event as interviewers who ask candidates questions they might expect during
a job search. Meetings between current students and alumni
provide opportunities for professional networking, while
undergraduates have an opportunity to learn more about
this graduate program. The organizing committee, led by

students from both the first and second year cohorts, puts
together a series of interviews designed to model current
professional practice. The full day of interviews includes opportunities for phone, Skype, and panel interviews. Students
receive feedback on their resumes and characterize the event
as essential to their professional and career development.
Above: Roberto Morales, Win Ye, Tyrone Wise, Michael
Eberhard, Julia Duong, Linda Kang, Kyle Sasai, Samantha
Pfeiffer, and Rachel Marquez.

Tomorrow Project Administrator
Nancy Shaw
Opportunities for students
and families are created each summer as new
partnerships are forged that
create deeper community
engagement. The financial
literacy workshop provided by Wells Fargo Bank
for students and families
focused on developing a college savings plan; cutting back on
non-essential items to save more; salaries and education level
of various careers, jobs and their relative earning potential.
Field trips are an essential component of engaging students
first-hand with STEM careers and connecting curriculum to
real life.
The opportunity to master STEM concepts occurs in a variety of settings and for the past two years the Stockton Sailing
Club has engaged students through the sport of sailing. The
US Sailing STEM Education curriculum is aligned with the
national education standards in math and science for middle
school. Participation is based on passing a swim fitness
test at the Pacific pool and two weeks are spent studying
the mechanics of sailing at Buckley Cove Marina covering
concepts of buoyancy, calculating sail area and perimeter,

water quality mechanics and much more. Our new fifth-year
Aeronautics class with the Patriot Jet Team in Byron, gave
students yet another exposure to STEM. Students spent two
days at Pacific studying the fundamentals of flight including
aerodynamics, computational methods of design, and the
physics of energy and force. The concluding group activity
was building a hot air balloon, launched during the academy’s closing ceremony in July.
Summer 2016 academies welcome back students who
started in summer 2011 as 6th graders, returning as 12th
graders. They have matured into young adults serious about
education and showing deep interest in pursuing careers in
STEM. Many have already identified a college or university
and a major. This summer we are adding a 6th year curricular component, STEM Mentorship. Students will have the
opportunity to volunteer with local businesses in Stockton as
STEM Mentees learning important STEM-related job skills
as well as developing leadership, critical thinking/problem
solving skills, and demonstrating knowledge gained from the
previous five summers in the academy.
We deeply appreciate the continued support of our wide
reaching community networks, our strong individual and
corporate partnerships engaging on our behalf!

Director of External Relations
Stacy Welin-Erickson
Happy Spring! It is with
a heavy heart and mixed
emotions that I am announcing that this will be my last
appearance in our School of
Education newsletter. I have
decided to leave Pacific for
another job opportunity here
in Stockton. The decision to
leave was not an easy one, but was the best decision for me
and my family. I have thoroughly enjoyed working at Pacific
for the past 8+ years and have been fortunate to meet and
work with some wonderful people. I can say without a doubt
that the School of Education has awesome alumni, faculty,

staff, and friends that support our work each and every day.
As always, it’s been busy in the School of Education. Homecoming 2015 was a huge success with over 1,000 alumni,
friends, and family enjoying the festivities. Once again, the
parade down Miracle Mile was a popular event! Our Annual
Pizza and Basketball event was enjoyed by more than 150
people including prospective students, parents, alumni, and
friends of the School of Education. If you are interested in
attending upcoming events, visit our website at www.pacific.
edu.
Pacific has been part of my family for many, many years, and
although I will miss it, I will always be a Pacific Tiger!

Enrollment Services Counselor
Morgan Lagomarsino
Hello, I am Morgan Lagomarsino, the new Enrollment
Services Counselor and Coordinator. Born and raised in
Manteca, Pacific has always been a big part of my life. Just
a few months ago my brother married a Benerd alumna at
Morris Chapel. I have a BA in Communication Studies from
California State Long Beach and am working towards my
MA at Pacific.
We are gearing up for fall and have lots of exciting projects
in the works to get prospects and the community excited
about the continuing success of the Benerd School of Education. We recently began promoting our message through
social media and will be updating you frequently through
these networks. Take a minute to follow us using the handles
below and search the names on each site. Our website will
be getting a facelift in the next semester as well, so be on the
lookout for that.
My goal is to get people excited about our school and highlight how great our program, staff, and faculty are. Benerd

has so much to offer and I
want to show it off. I always
encourage prospective
students to come to campus
and soak in the atmosphere.
Choosing a school can be a
big decision and I want to
be there to help and support
all of our current and prospective students. Last month we hosted the BSE Basketball
game where many alumni and current students welcomed
prospective students by sharing their unique experience at
Pacific.
We want to hear about your experience here.
Use the #MyBSEExperience to share with us on social media.
Facebook: University of the Pacific – Gladys L. Benerd
School of Education
Twitter: @Pacific_Benerd
Instagram: @Pacific_Benerd

PLEASE NOTE

Beginning in Fall 2016, ConnectEd will be available in electronic format only.
To ensure that you receive your copy via email, please update your email address
by contacting Sue Erickson at serickson@pacific.edu. The newsletter will also be
available on our website at www.pacific.edu/education.

3601 Pacific Avenue
Stockton, CA 95211

Buena Suerte, Doctor Beck

To celebrate the 10 years that Dr. Lynn Beck was dean in the School
of Education, staff planned a surprise Mexican potluck for her. We
gathered under the trees on the front lawn to feast and enjoy these
young dancers from Frank Zapata’s School of Dance in Stockton.

